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ON POCKETS AND THINGS
I SUPPOSE most men felt, as I felt, the reasonableness
of Mr. Justice Bray's remarks the other day on the
preference of women for bags instead of pockets.
A case was before him in which a woman had gone
into a shop, had put down her satchel containing her
money and valuables, turned to "pick it up a little
later, found it had been stolen, and thereupon brought
an action against the owners of the shop for the
recovery of her losses. The jury were unsympathetic,
found that in the circumstances the woman was
responsible, and gave a verdict against her. ' >
Of course the jury were men, all of them grgpt^diced
on this subject of pockets. At a guess I should say
that there were not fewer than 150 pockets in that
jury-box, and not one satchel. You, madam, may re-
tort that this is only another instance of the scandal
of this man-ridden world. Why were there no
women in that jury-box? Why are all the decisions
of the courts, from the High Court to the coroner's
court, left to the judgment of men? Madam, I
share your m^gnaticm. I would " comb-out " the
jury-box. I would send half the jurymen, if not into
the trenches, at least to hoe turnips, and fill their
places with a row of women. Women are just as
capable as men of forming an opinion about facts,
they have at least as much time to spare, and their
point of view is as essential to justice. What can